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Entertainment 
 
 On the ranchos most of the festivities were associated with home and family and 
often included dancing.  Entertainment at the rancho varied depending on the time of 
year.  During the matanza (slaughtering season) the workers would slaughter between 
4000-8000 cattle, brand the live ones, and count the whole herd.  By the end, they were 
exhausted and ready for a celebration.  Fandangos would often be held at the main 
hacienda.  Fandango is the name of a Spanish dance but it was also the name given to 
any event in which dancing was a major event.  However, with the growth of the society 
and the upper classes, fandangos began to refer to the dances of the lower classes.  
While, bailes, were those events that were held by the higher society members and 
often required an invitation. 
 
 A fandango often had an El Tecolero, or master of ceremonies.  The man would 
introduce the dances and ladies as necessary.  Another very fun social event were the 
cascarone balls.  Cascarones were eggs that were beautifully colors.  The contents 
were blown out and the dried eggshell was filled with finely cut gold, silver, colored 
paper, or cologne.  The event of breaking the eggs was either done formally or in a 
more fun spirited game.  If a man chose a woman, he would approach her, as she 
bowed he would break the contents of the egg in his hand and scatter the contents over 
her head.  Later, she would do the same to him.  Sometimes, the woman would go 
behind a man’s back and scatter the contents over his head.  Before he could turn to 
see who it was, she would hide.  And, so would begin a game, and she was often found.  
These Balls were usually held between November and Lent, and were often a part of 
the week before Lent. 
 

We have found that many classes enjoy putting on a fiesta in the evening.  The 
fiesta can include: dancing, music, serenading, storytelling, a piñata, and many other 
things.  We have been awed by a group of young men standing in the courtyard 
serenading the ladies on the balcony.  It is great if the students learn the songs in the 
classroom prior to their visit.  The ladies can make paper flowers to throw down to their 
suitors.  However, sometimes the event is turned into a game, so it is best if the teacher 
maintains control of the situation.  If you are going to have a fandango, then the 
students should know how to do some of the dances included in this section.  The 
dancing can either be done in the courtyard.  If rain is an issue, then the “Fandango” 
room can be used.  (This means that you must roll up your sleeping gear prior to the 
dancing!) 
 
 
Some great period music cd’s are: 
1. ****Cascada de Flores-Mexico ©2000 by Cascada de Flores, contact for ordering: 
510-450-0125 or email cascadadeflores@earthlink.net (new cd “Puente a la mar”) 
www.cdbaby.com 
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 2. Fandango at Sonoma: Early California Dance Music by Los Californios, The Alta 
California Orchestra, contact for ordering: Deborah 707-937-2133 or 
www.LosCalifornios.net 
 
3. They Came Singing: Songs from California’s History by Karen W. Arlen, Margaret 
Batt, Mary Ann Benson, and Nancie N. Kester, contact for ordering: Calicanto 
Associates              510-339-2580, www.calicantoassociates.com 
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Piñata 
Piñatas were used at many celebrations. They were used at parties, weddings, 

birthdays, and holidays. They are fun for the class to make before coming to the Adobe. 
Sometimes our teachers use them as incentive or as a reward for a good clean up job in 
the morning.  Or they are used as part of the fiesta in the evening. 
 
Rules for the Piñata 
 
1. In good weather the piñata can be hung over one of the branches of the walnut 

trees. 
2. The candy should all be wrapped in small bags so each student gets one and there 

is less litter to clean up. 
3. The students should take turns striking the piñata.  There should be an adult with 

this student and another that is watching from the edges of the circle to make sure 
the other students are being safe. 

4. The student striking the piñata should be blind folded and spun three times.  The 
students should understand that they are not to swing or strike at the stick until the 
supervisor tells them to do so. 

5. All other students are to remain well out of reach.   
6. When the piñata breaks, students are to remain in their places. 
7. The student who breaks the piñata is to have the blindfold removed and is to pick up 

all the goodies from the piñata and pass them out to the class. 
 
Making a Piñata 
 

A paper bag piñata is easy to make and strong enough so that each child gets at 
least one chance to swing at it before it breaks. 
 
Materials needed: 
15 sheets (or so) of 12 x 18” multi-colored construction paper cut into 4 x 18” strips. 
3 – 8oz bottles white glue (glue stick will do just as well.) 
Scissors 
2-3 large grocery bags 
Pencils or ¼” doweling 
Goodies for inside (wrapped candy” 
 
How to do it: 
1. Fringe all of the 4 x 18” strips to within 1-2” of the edge, the thinner the better. 
2. Using dowel or pencil, curl the fringes on each strip. 
3. Starting at the bottom of the bag, glue the fringes to all four sides of the bag. 
4. Hint:The more colors you use and the closer they are put together, the fancier your 

finished product will look. 
5. On the bottom you can put fringe 
6. Fill the goodies. You are ready! 
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De Colores 
De colores, de colores 
se visten los campos 

en la primavera. 
 

De colores, de colores 
son los pajaritos 

què vienen de fuera 
 

De colores, de colores 
es el arcoiris 

què vemos lucir 
 

Y por eso los grandes 
amores de muchos colores 

me gustan a mi. 
 

Canta el gallo 
canta el gallo con su 
kiri, kiri, kiri, kiri, kiri 
la gallina, la gallina 

con el kara, kara, kara, kara, kara 
 

Los pollitos, los pollitos 
con el pìo, pìo, pìo, pìo, pìo 

 
Y por eso los grandes 

amores de muchos colores 
me gustan a mi 

 
Y por eso los grandes 

amores de muchos colores 
me gustan a mì 
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